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to eacK other that Joffre " avait une~ idee/'
Of course there was excitement, but ;it
was repressed into a sort of cold stupor;
the Government packed up for a move to
Bordeaux and Paris sat down to await a
siege.

It was true that Joffre "avait une idee."
But a siege of Paris was no part of it, though at
first appearances seemed to point that way.
The one bright spot was in the east where the
fortified zones from Verdun to Belfort enabled
the I, II and III Annies to block the German
advance; they could even afford troops to help
further west Half a dozen Divisions were sent
round by train to join the VI Army north of
Paris. Whatever the theories of the Operation
Section may have been, they were adepts at

a masterpiece. General Gallieni, Governor of
Paris, brought put four Divisions from the
garrison of the city. With the addition of odd
units Maunoury's Army was brought up to the
formidable strength of 150,000 men. It was
gradually collected on the northern outskirts of
Paris, while the Germans were being drawn
into the net spread for them.
Paris and Verdun were now to be the points
'd'appui. Between them the Allied line, the IV
and V Armies and the British, had orders to
sag down southward, down to the Seine if
necessary. Then Maunoury was to lead off
with a blow from the west while the whole line
turned about and attacked. This was the great
manoeuvre of the Maine.